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WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY
BOWLING GREEN, KENTUCKY 42101

Department of Chemistry

January 1976

Dear Western Chemistry Graduate:
Our Christmas Newsletter this year got a little bogged down and so becomes a New Year's
Greeting. We hope each of you had a merry holiday season.
This last year has been quite trying for us in many respects, especially those directly
attributable to inflation. With a constant faculty and constant number of students taking
chemistry we have experienced an erosion of purchasing power, both in our salary structure
and in our operating funds. We are hoping the 1976 legislature will provide for a better
situation in the next biennium' s budget.
About a year ago I received a nice letter from Dr. Walter R. Morris (1947, M.D., U. of Ky.
1955), an opthalmologist in Louisville, bringing us "up to date". Walter and I not only
sweated out many long hours in "Dooley's Dungeon" but played many a game of badminton.
Walter always won, alas. (Undoubtedly his eyesight is better than mine!)
We were saddened to learn of the death of Dr. Gwendolyn Billings Wood (1944) on Christmas
Eve.
Drs. ·Pearson and Shank, with help from everyone, have put together some other "news"
which follows.
It is our wish that the New Year will be a productive and profitable one for each of you.

"NEW S"
FACULTY:
As usual, the faculty have been very active professionally this year.
MEETINGS ATTENDED:
Pittsbur gh Conference on Alalytical Chemistry and Applied Spectroscopy in Cleveland, Ohio
(Drs. Riley and Wilkins)
Conference of Southern Association of Pre-Medical Advisors at Winston-Salem, North
Carolina, (Dr. Shank and Mr. Wilkerson)
Symposium on Molecular Spectroscopy and Structure at Ohio State University in Columbus,
Ohio, (Dr. Pearson)
A,C,S. meeting in Chicago (Ors. Henrickson and Wilson)
Combined Southeast-Southwest A.C.S. Regional meeting in Memphis, Tennessee . (Drs. Hartman,
Farina, Wilkins and Wilson)
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OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES:
Dr. Farina presented a paper a t the combine d Southeast-Southwest A.C. S. Regional meeting
at Memphis, Tennessee.
Ors. Holy and Pears on gave papers at the Kentucky J unior Academy of Science Conference on
Energy held at Western this Fall.
Dr . Riley and Dr. Pearson presented "Chemical Magic" Shows at the Ogden College Science
Days Conference this Fall.
Dr. Holy has two articles accepted for publication; one i n ~ ~ Chem . and the other
in J . Am . Chem. Soc.
Dr. Hunter has a paper accept e d for pub l i cation in J . Chern, Ed.
Dr. Wil son again visited Universidad Indust rial de Santander-,-Bucaramanga, Colombia, in
April a nd comple ted the technical s ervice con tract concerned with purchasing of scientific
equi pment in Augus t.
OTHER FACULTY NEWS :
Dr. Henri ckson con tinues to be very act i ve as : consultant for Addison-Wes ley and Harper
an<l Row Publishers, President of A.A.U.P., membership committee chairman for Sigma-Xi,
and Faculty Advisor for the Fr.iday Night Pizza Eaters Association- -Carmen's Chapter.
Dr . Henr ickson a nd Dr, Hunter have prepared more a udio-visual aids for freshman chemist ry
classes .
Dr. Hunter and his wife accompanie d t he Bowling Green High School Band on a concert tour
of Scotland, England and Ireland in June.
Dr. Holy r ecei ve d a Summer Resear ch Grant from the Inst i t ute fo r Mining and Minerals Research
for work on " Coal Lique fac tion with Soluble Rhodium and Cobal t Complexes" . He also was
awarded a Summer Teaching Fe llowsh ip by the University of Cincinnati. These fe l lowships
are awar ded on a competiti ve basis to teachers in the surrounding states.
Dr. Hunter, Dr. Pearson and Dr. Wilkins won Summe r Research Fellowships (W . K.U.) to support
their research l ast Summer.
Dr . Pearson i s now the Chemistry Club Faculty Advisor and Hotdog Dropper at the Fall Picnic.
Dr. Riley has been awarded a Sabbatical leave for the Spring semester, 1976.
Dr . Reasone r was promote d to the rank of Full Professor this year .
Dr. Lloyd i s on leave this academi c year a t University o f Kentucky's Institute for Mining
and Minerals Research .
We have some good news and some bad news . First, the bad n ews is that we r egret the loss
of our secr etary , Linda Moore. Linda has taken an othe r job and will be missed by everyone in t he department. Now, the good n ews i s that our new secretary , Mrs. Judy Campbell,
is doing a fine job. She has s urvive d her fi r st f ina l examinat ion period , Dr, Pearson's
handwriting and Dr. Farina's jokes . We a r e sure she can handle anything else in store
for her in t he New Year.
STUDENT ACTIVITIES:
Studen ts in the Department of Ch emistry who have r eceived awards during the past year
include Ted Nalesnik , who received the Undergraduate Award in Analytical Chemistry from
the Analytical Division of the American Chemical Society and Steven Pickard who received
the Outstanding Freshman Chemistry Award f rom t he Chemical Rubber Company. The fall picnic
for the A.C.S. Student Affi li ates --Ch emistry Club drew two inches of rain on the assigned
date . In spite of the wet weather and the lack of artis tic cooking of the hot dogs (see:
Pearson ab ove) , a good time was had by all .
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CLASS OF '75:
The "Chemistry Class of 1 75 11 from WKU includes 15 bachelors degree and 2 graduate degree
recipients. David N. Adkins is a Navy flyer in Mississippi. Bruce L. Atcher is teaching
chemis try in Elizabethtown, Ky, Gerald K, Brocker will begin medical school in January
at the University of Tennessee, Eric A, Burnett is enrolled in the School of Medicine at
the University of Kentucky. Phillip R, Harston is enrolled in the School of Medi cine at
the University of Louisville, James 0, Jarvis is enrolled in the School of Medi cine at
the Univers ity of Louisville, Tony K. Johnson is a Chemist at Celanese Corp. in Louisville.
Richard N. Madison is doing graduate work in chemistry at the University of Kentucky.
Stephen F. Mccl anahan is doing graduate work in chemistry at Western. Herman E. Owens is
teaching at Owensboro. Clay M, Pickard is doing graduate work in plant pathology at the
University of Kentucky. Kerry L. Short is enrolled in the School of Medicine at the
University of Louisville. John C, Vance is enrolled in the School of Medicine at the
University of Louisville, We do not have any information on Michael J. Wright. Michael
J. Yanutola is a chemist at Celanese Corp. in Louisville,
Thomas E. Zimmer received the M,S, degree in chemistry and is presently between jobs,
having left Cutler Hammer, Stever Lowery completed his M,S, degree and is attending the
University of Georgia in a doctoral program.
" OLD" GRADS
The following Western alumni are enrolled in the 1975 freshman class a t the University of
Kent ucky, School of Medicine: James B. Adams, Stuart T. Adams, Eric A, Burnett, Robert K,
Collard, Joyce M, Johnson, Patricia L. Smith and Brian F. Wells. Enrolled in the freshman
class at the ·University of Louisville, School of Medicine , are John M, Asriel, Carol Guess,
Phillip R. Harston, Janet Honchell, James O. Jarvis , Judy Jefferson , John A. Mccubbin,
Eric A. Norsworthy, Ke rry Short, Pamela L. Swihart, John C. Vance, Tony Wawrukiewicz and
Lance Wiist.
The following Western alumni are enrolled in the 1975 freshman class at the University of
Louisville, School of Dentistry: Bennie B, Alderdice, Brent Browning, Deborah Petrey Copas,
Frank S, Forbis , Russell L. Griffing, Lesli e White Howell, Michael Howell,Valina K. Hurt,
Pamela Neel, Steven Neville, and James S. Robinson. Walter L. Springer is enrolled in the
fre s hman class at the University of Kentucky, School o f Dentistry .
The following news items of t he past year have come to our attention:
Charles E. Elmore (1970) is with t h e State Fire Office ; Sarah Elizabeth Emberger (M,S.-1974)
is at Paisley College of Technology, Paisley, Scotland studying on a Rotary International
Fellowship; Edward I. Ezedi (1971) is a pharmacist in Boston; Linda Oliver Gosser (1973)
is in the Peace Corp in Malaysia where she is teaching chemistry in their native language
which is Bahasa Malaysia; Ernest Eugene Gough (1971) is employed by the Credit Union at
Cutler Hammer in Bowling Green; Lee Harris Hagerthey (1971) i s teaching chemistry at
Jesse Stuart High School, Valley Station, Ky.; Stephen E, Haley (1971) was invited to join
Alpha Omega Alpha Medical honor society based on outstanding academic achievement, Steve
received his M.D. degree from the Medical College of Virginia in May 1975 ; Stephen M, Hopper
(1971) received his M,D. degree from the University of Kentucky in 1975 and is interning at
Memorial Hospital in Savannah, GA; Mari Hanley Jones (M,S, 1973) lives in Florida with her
husband,Jack who received his dental degree from the University of Kentucky in 1975;
Dominique D-M Lam (1973) has received an M,S, degree in Biochemistry from the University
of South Carolina; David A, Lowry (1974) is in charge of water quality testing for a
consulting engineering firm in Lexington; T, Dwight KcKinney, M.D,(1970) is with N,I,H,;
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Jeb S. Pickard (1974) is a sophmore medical student at the University of Louisvil le; Susie
Jackson Riley (1970) is a freshman dental student at Fairleigh Dickinson Dental School inNew Jersey; Betsy R. Tucker (1972) received her M,D, degree from the University of Kentucky
and is interning at Grand Rapids Area Medical Education Center, Grand Rapids , Michigan;
William Wi ll is (1967) r eceived a Masters in Mechanical Engineer ing from the University of
Texas at El Paso a nd is presently with Directorate Combat Developments at Fort Bliss, Texas .
Bill cont ac t ed the Chemi stry Department in a very unusual way, Dr , John Reasoner was operating his amateur radio "Ham" stat i on and made contact with a fe llow in El Passo, Texas.
Dr . Reasoner was a bit surprised when his contact cl aimed to know WKU, being a B.S. graduat e
with a major in Chemistry. Reasoner was even more s urprised to learn that he was ta l king
to Bill Willis , a former student of his. Larry H. Wood (1970) is in the Masters Program
at Wes tern. Ronald D. Hoffmann (1966) is a researcher for Babcock & Willcox Nuclear in
Virginia . Q_onald Tang (M.S, 1974) is in t h e import business in the Washington, D. C. area,
Dr . Henry E. Francis (1966, Ph.D., U, of Ky , ) is working for the Ins t i t u te for Mining and
Mine rals Research at University of Kentucky after having taught last year at Eas tern Kentucky
University .
p.s .
We have slighted two people who received degrees l ast year : Larry D. West rece ived
his M.A. i n Ed. with a chemis try major and Seyed Garrnestani received h is M,S . degree. Larry
is teaching in Russell County, Kentucky, while Seyed is in a doctoral program at the
Un i ve rsity of Nebraska. Have we slighted you? We didn't mean to! Why not write us abou t
what you are doing. We would appreciate that very much .

